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ON HOW BEING OUT HAS AFFECTED HER CAREER: In my  
music career, I have had some heart-breaking moments 
and experiences. I actually write a lot of crossover 
Christian pop music and one of my songs, “Perfect 
That Way,” was a song that I wrote about my niece who 
is deaf. This song soared around the airwaves interna-
tionally all on its own, touching lives and families  
everywhere. Several Christian and country-based labels 
contacted me as they had real interest in many of my 
songs and style. Unfortunately, when they would check 
out my Facebook page and see my amazing partner 
and beautiful daughter by my side, or when they would 
ask if I had a husband, conversation would end almost 
immediately. After a while, I realized I had the faith to 
do this on my own and the right opportunity would 
come along. But still, one of my secret dreams is that 
this world will change enough that I will have a major 
Christian label ask me to be their first openly gay artist 
on their line up. I have faith it can happen!

ON HER PASSIONS: I’m passionate about so many things. 
But if I had to narrow it down to one thing it would 
be my work involved in creating safe spaces in our 
schools. As I have taught high school for 10 years, I 
see the daily pressures and issues that prevent our  
students from progressing and sometimes living. No 
child should go to school and feel unsafe or bullied for 
who they are. We need more programs and personnel 
in schools that support our youth’s social and emotional 
well-being. 

ON HER SONG, “UNCONDITIONALLY”: This song is my dream 
of how every parent would respond to their child coming 
out to them. It is also how I know my God loves me 
without a doubt. What I went through and what I see 
so many of our youth go through in coming out could 
be prevented. This song is true love with no limitations 
or boundaries. This is how we all want to be loved. 
[Emelina Minero]

This Is What a  
Lesbian Looks Like
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Singer-songwriter, 
teacher, wife, mom 
and all-round 
community builder, 
Julie Durden, is 
spreading self-
acceptance and 
love through her 
music and to her 
students.


